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Media release

24 January 2012

Weekend business startup frenzy comes to Christchurch

Christchurch’s entrepreneurs will be able to develop their ideas in a weekend startup pressure cooker event on Friday 24 February.  The Christchurch event, proudly supported by MYOB, is based on a successful international model, and gives the city’s innovators the chance to develop business ideas that could fuel the city’s future. 

The global Startup Weekend events are ideal for entrepreneurs who have been thinking about business ideas but need to build and test them. Developers, designers, marketers, product managers and startup enthusiasts choose and get behind the best start-up ideas, developing and launching prototypes for pitch, leading to prizes, publicity and business opportunities. 

There have been 260 Startup Weekends around the world so far, where almost 3000 companies have been formed raising more than $30 million in 2011 alone, creating hundreds of jobs. Successful weekends have been held in Auckland and Wellington.

The weekend begins with open mic pitches on Friday, where attendees inspire others to join their team. Over Saturday and Sunday teams design and develop business plans, prove their concept and streamline their startup vision. They are supported by mentors and workshops on startup topics of interest. On Sunday evening the teams demo their prototypes, listen to judges’ feedback and win prizes.

Organiser Mike Zeff says any business ideas are eligible, whether for-profit, ‘social’ businesses, non-profit, however the event is strongly tech-oriented. Approximately 95% of all ideas are mobile or web focused.

Sponsors include Google, Microsoft and Amazon Web Services. Local sponsors include MYOB and local startup incubator powerHouse. The international Startup Weekend event is supported by the Kauffman Foundation, the world’s largest foundation devoted to entrepreneurship. 

Prizes include cash to start the winning business, the chance to have dinner with Marc Nager – the Global Director and CEO of the Startup Weekend, and the opportunity to pitch before powerHouse investors. Before the event, people will be able to vie for free tickets. 

“Startups are the future for all cities, but Christchurch in particular will benefit from the morale boost that comes from creating smart businesses that will make a difference as the city rebuilds,” says Zeff. “Startup Weekend is frenzied and fun, but offers serious benefits.”

MYOB general manager Julian Smith says start-ups and small growing businesses with great ideas are vital to the Christchurch recovery.

“According to our latest MYOB Business Monitor research, small employers are the engine room of economic growth for Canterbury in 2012,” says Julian Smith

“Fostering the kind of innovation we’ve seen at the Startup Weekend’s – and even coming along for the opportunity to learn more about business development processes – is a fantastic opportunity for Christchurch to develop more of the growing businesses that will see it flourish in the future.”

Ticket sales are now open via the website http
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Details: 24-26 February 2012 from 6.30pm, Westpac Business & Community Hub, 55 Jack Hinton Drive, Addington
- ends - 

For more information contact: 

Vanessa O’Neill, Accelerate Business, phone 021 267 8688

